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TO THE REV. DR. KNOX, 


LETTER I, 


REV. SIR, 


A voLuME of © Strmons, chiefly intended 
to promote faith, hope, and charity,” bearing 
your name in the title-page, was very lately put 
into my hands by a friend. 


The © advertiſement” prefixed to them was 
the chief ſubject of our converſation before we 
ſeparated from each other. When I returned 
home and reflected on the apparent deſign and 
general tendency of your preliminary advertiſe- 
ment, I was confirmed in my opinion that this 
inauſpicious declaration of your creed, the na- 
ture of your © faith,” the foundation of your 
hope,“ and the extent of your © charity,” was 
deſerving of ſome remarks. To endeavour 
to ſooth the friends of any eſtabliſhed ſyſtem 
into ignominious ſleep, or to attempt to rouſe 
the demons of perſecution, does not form any 
part of the conſiſtent or honorable employment 
of the chriſtiag and the proteſtant. It is very 

A2 unbecoming 
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unbecoming the learned and enlightened chriſ- 
tian, (meaning by thoſe appellations, a chriſtian 
enlightened by the proper application of pro- 
fane literature to ſacred ſubjects,) to reſt his 
theories upon the prejudices af ignorant, or to 
irritate the paſſions of ferocious bigots: the for- 
mer have been already too much cheriſhed, and 
the others too-much inflamed in our own day, and 
in our own nation. And he who fans the fire 
is equally anſwerable for the miſchief it occaſions, 
with him who raiſed or communicated the firſt 


ſpark. In law there are no acceſſories in high 


treaſon, and in juſtice there are none in perſe- 
cution. 


I cannot but conſider, fir, the cauſe of the 


divine unity as depreciated, and the character of 


unitarian chriſtians as aſperſed before the world 
by your * advertiſement.” Both the aſperſion 


-of the one, and the depreciation of the other, are 


compreſſed in ſo ſhort a compaſs, and diſpatched 
in ſo ſummary a way, that you appear to have 
as little regarded the uſual forms of juſtice, as 
the real ſtate of the caſe in reſpect to matter of 
fact. It has been ſaid of a perſon who wiſhed 
the deſtruction of his neighbour's dog, which, 
however, he did not chuſe to effect by open vio- 
lence and outrage, that for his own better ſe- 
curity, and the eaſe of hi; conſcience he contented 
| 5 himſelf 


Fx» 
| himſelf with giving the devoted animal a bad 


name, and leaving the execution of his intention 
to thoſe who would liſten to his calumnies. 


The preſent temper of the times too much 
diſpoſes churchmen to lend a willing ear to every 
ſuggeſtion that is calculated to render unitarian 
chriſtians obnoxious to popular odium and re- 
ſentment. They have diſregarded reaſons ſtrong 
as holy writ, and violated the deareſt rights of 
men and chriſtians : they have deſtroyed the 

ſacred and invaluable repoſitories of the firſt 
divine and philoſopher of our age ; of one, who 
is truly great in all that is truly eſtimable. J 
am perſuaded, howevef, that Britons, chriſtians, 
and proteſtants will, ere long, walk in the ways 
of truth and of a ſound mind; and that the mo- 
mentary delirium of intolerance will be ſuc- 

ceeded by an age of reformation, and equat 
liberty, The time cannot be far diſtant, when 
they will receive with open arms every fellow- 
creature as their brother, and every fellow-chrit- 
tian as there companion, and familiar friend. 


However inapprehenſive you may have been 
of the evil conſequences of your advertiſement,” 
I am fully perſuaded that it will tend to miſlead 
the public judgment. Its probable effect, upon 
"SG ſuch 


N 
ſuch part of the dignified or undignified multitude 
as may read it, will be, to fix every prejudice 
already formed, or to re- Kindle every malignant 
paſſion. 


The queſtions between us are not of a private, 
but a public nature; not trifling or merely ſpe- 
culative opinions, but opinions of high impor- 
tance to the beſt intereſts of mankind. And 
during our ſojourning here, we are each anſwer- 
able for the honeſt application of our under- 
ſtanding for diſcovering the mind and will of 
God, as we read them in the books of nature and 
revelation; and equally bound to follow the 
deliberate convictions of our own conſciences. 


You will find your * advertiſement” re- 
printed entire ; and the ſucceſſive portions of it 
placed as the text, or ſubjects of my future let- 
ters. Thus you will be left to ſpeak for your- 
ſelf; and, I truſt, I ſhall not be found any where 
to have miſrepreſented your meaning, as I am 
confident I have no other deſign than to contri- 
bute to the advancement of truth, 


I am, Rev. Sin, 
Your's &c. 


« It 
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te Tt is not my intention, in the following pages, to 
« engage in theological controverſy ; but I am ſenſible, 
« that it will appear from them, that I am a believer in the 
« doctrine of the trinity. This belief will expoſe me to 
< the attacks of thoſe who condemn, without juſtice or 
» mercy, whatever militates againſt unitarian opinions. 
&« I therefore ſolicit the general reader's candour againſt 
© the unitarian's ſeverity ; and hope he will allow me to 
« retain the opinions in which I have been educated, and 
< in which I am confirmed by choice, without loading 
© me with the imputation of inſincerity, irrational religion 
or want of liberality.“ | 
Dr. Knox's « Advertiſement.” 


CET TER U. 


REV. SIR, 


IT is not becauſe you are © a believer in the 
doctrine of the trinity,” (which you ſeem terribly 
apprehenſive that PROPER PERSONS ſhould not 
notice) that I have commenced my preſent 
correſpondence with you. And as you have 
been pleaſed to go ſomewhat out of your 
way to deprecate the unitarian chriſtian's “ ſe- 
« verity,” in a manner, if not inſidious, cer- 
tainly. ungenerous, I find the greater difficulty 
to perſuade myſelf that you had no intention 
to. engage in theological controverly.” To 
A 4 inſult 
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inſult a fellow-traveller is not the moſt probable 
way to eſcape his obſervation : and to injure 
his character is the leaſt likely method to com- 
mand his ſilence. 


Theological controverſy is only a technical 
term for inquiry and examination into our ſeve- 
ral religious opinions. Without this contro- 
verfy, heatheniſm would have prevented the 
firſt propagation of chriſtianity ; without this 
controverſy, popery would have been the eſta- 
bliſhed religion of Great Britain at this day. 
The intemperate zeal and violence of partizans 
have brought it into diſrepute with the un- 
thinking multitude. But high-churchmen and 
unbelievers have been moſt clamorous againſt 
it : the former, have diſcovered that though it 
may occaſionally advance an individual to a 
biſhopric, the principles of high-churchmen have 
been reprobated in the ſame proportion as they 
have been underſtood ; the latter, have obſerved 
the moſt expert advocates of thoſe principles to 
retire, abaſhed and confounded by the evidences 
of chriſtianity, whenever they have been examined 
by reaſon and argument, unfettered by the eſtab- 
liſnment and authority of any particular church, 
to decide upon their ſufficiency and credibility. 


The 
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The angry temper with which theſe inquiries 
and inveſtigations have too often been con- 
ducted, is not to be imputed to the religion or 
doctrines which either party is engaged to ſup- 
port, as ſuch; but to the unjuſt preference 
which the civil power has given to the one 
before the other. It is this excluſive eſtabliſh- 
ment, which protects the one, and proſcribes the 
other, that makes brothers fall out by the way. 
The further conſequence is no more than natural; 
on the one hand, we may obſerve a jealouſy of 
an obtruded authority; on the other, a perti- 
nacity in vindicating eſtabliſhed opinions, the 
moſt abſurd and indefenſible. The churchman 
becomes ſuſpected in his integrity, and the 
diſſenter is declared a reſtleſs innovator. I 
truſt, however, that theological controverſy, by 
which TI mean a free and fair inquiry into the 
rights of chriſtian and proteſtant churches, and 
into the truth or falſchood of the doctrines main- 
tained by them, will go on, and finally, that 
truth and right will prevail. Churchmen, I 
hope, will be perſuaded that it is expedient to 
moderate their expectations and demands as the 
day of reaſon and reformation advances; but of 
this I am convinced, that they will not be able 
to retard it by $r1FLING, and can accelerate it 
by nothing more than by 1NTOLERANCE, 
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You-are pleaſed, fir, to arreſt the compaſſion 
of your reader in your behalf, at the very inſtant 
when you appear conſcious of having raiſed the 
indignation of your adverſary. Your orthodox 
faith, you ſay, © will expoſe you to the attacks 
« of thoſe who condemn, without juſtice or 
« mercy, whatever militates againſt unitarian 
« opinions.” This charge may be repelled by 
aſking you one plain and ſimple queſtion, — 
What condemnation has been paſſed upon thoſe 
multifarious writings which militate againſt uni- 
tarian opinions, beyond reaſon, ſcripture and 

argument? The unitarian's inquiſition inflifts no 
tortures, nor threatens any penalties upon his 
adverſaries; he knows no offenders, except thoſe 
who ſin againſt their own conſcience, and con- 
tents himſelf with conſigning them to the re- 
proach of their own minds. With reſpect to 
thoſe, who, after ſerious and diſpaſſionate inquiry, 
are differently perſuaded from him, he does not 
heſitate to ſay, they are as much to be reſpected 
by man, and juſtified before God, as himſelf. 
The unitarian wiſhes not to make any appeal to 
the civil magiſtrate under the ſanction of law, 
nor to burn the habitations of any of his brethren 
of mankind in violation of it. 


Having 


LS. 2. 


0D 
Having indiſcriminately impeached the. uni- 
tarian writers of being void of © -juſtice and 
mercy,” by a circuitous inſinuation calculated 
to excite ſome ſympathy for the ſituation in 
which you have placed yourſelf, you proceed to 


« ſolicit the general reader's candour againſt 
the unitarian's ſeverity.” This -precipitate 


ſolicitation of your reader's candour before you 
knew the kind or degree of reprehenſton you 
were to receive from your proſcribed unitarian, 


ſeems to ſhew a conſciouſneſs that you deſerved 


it; and very much reſembles the miſchievous 
behaviour of a ſchool-boy who throws a ſtone 
at a window, and runs away before he knows 
the ſucceſs or failure of his deſign. And in 


both caſes, the adminiſtration of juſtice tempered 


with mercy, will be conſtrued 17 the N 
into “ ſeverity.” 


The modeſt manner in which you ſue to be 
te allowed to retain the opinions in which you 
e have been educated, and in which you are 
* confirmed by choice,” amounts to a tole- 
ration, very ſhort of what the moſt rigid uni- 


tarian would give you- He would allow you 


not only to © retain,” but to propagate and 
defend your opinions, and in every caſe, civil 


( 2 


and religious, to enjoy the ſame liberty he 
claims for himſelf. 


From your repreſentation your reader would 

be led to imagine that all ſeverity of language 
was confined to unitarians. Read the charges 
and correſpondence of biſhop Horſley, and 
direct me, if you can, to a controverſial writer 
in theology who has ſhewn equal inſolence and 
intolerance ; who has more disfigured and diſ- 
credited the religion of the goſpel, or more 
debaſed the rights of proteſtants by his writings. 
His temper convulſed the philoſophical ſociety 
of which he is a member, and his counſels would 
convulſe the eſtabliſhed church. But Bonner 
and Gardiner were undeſigning inſtruments of 
one reformation; ä H B and C 
may be the ſame of another. 


Surely, fir, the prejudices of education ought 
not to be indulged ; they would have kept our 
forefathers in darkneſs, and now blind the eyes 
of their children, The great obje& of educa- 
tion, excuſe my ſaying this to you, is to make 
us more competent to chuſe and determine for 
ourſelves, and to enable us to examine, and, if 
occaſion require, to correct every prejudice, by 
unlearning what we may have prematurely 
| learned. 


1e 


1 


learned. It, therefore, you are confirmed in 
your opinions, becauſe you have been educated 
in them, your choice is determined by prejudice, 
not by examination and rational conviction. I 
do not fay that ſuch is your caſe, but I fear it is 
the cafe of many; of many, who are active 
and vigilant in every literary reſearch but that 
of their bible; and who exerciſe a liberty that 
does them much honor upon every ſubject 
except religion, which has the firſt and ſtrongeſt 
claim to it. 


A choice thus determined is the reſult of 
weakneſs; and if influenced by worldly motives 
is prevarication and inſincerity. And, however, 
you may ſpurn at the aſcription of “ irrational 
religion,” according to the ſenſe in which that ex- 
preſſion is uſed, it is very clear to me, that no 
religion which is contradictory to human reaſon, 
was ever deſigned by almighty God for the uſe 
of man. I have no means of judging of the 
truth or falſehood of chriſtianity, but by the 
exerciſe of my reaſon : if that were not ſatisfied 
with the evidences by which it is ſupported, and 
with the doctrines which it teaches, it could not 
be received by me as à divine revelation. No 
miſſion from heaven can reveal to me, what my 
reaſoning faculty is incapable of underſtanding. 

The 
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The attempt to ſuperſede my reaſon would de- 
tect the impoſture; in other words, if I were 
not a rational chriſtian, I ſhould be a deiſt. 


<* The want of liberality” is indeed a grievous 
deficiency : but ſome perſons have great expert- 
neſs in transferring the conſequence of an argu- 


ment into a perſonal crimination of an adver- 


o fary, Which was, perhaps, the laft thing in the 
thoughts of the ſuppoſed accuſer. For inſtance ; 
when it has been ſaid, that ſubſcription to arti- 
cles of faith is a temptation and a ſnare to the 
fincerity of the clergy, no more is ſaid than 
what is ſtrictly juſt and true; and an exhorta- 
tion to the ſubſcriber to conſider well this mat- 
ter, is no unreaſonable advice to the aſpirant after 
eccleſiaſtical preferment. I may even be allowed 
to ſuggeſt this precaution to Dr. Knox, or any 
other riſing man, without giving any juſt cauſe 
of offence. Several good men have acknow- 
ledged their embarraſſments even in ſtronger 
terms than the dignitary who avowedly declared 
he could not afford to. keep a conſcience.” 
When the barrier of all principle is thus diſ- 
regarded, I can conceive the mind greatly re- 
laxed in its ſenſe of the obligation of truth, 
though I will as readily conclude that the indi- 
vidual is only diſpoſed to admit the dangerous 

gueſt 


n 


gueſt in the ſhape of eccleſiaſtical ſubſcription. 
But no language of reproof can ſo ſtrongly ex- 
poſe this crying evil, as the reflections of the 
afflicted minds of ſome of thoſe who have ſuf- 
fered the ſlender covering of a cobweb to con- 


ceal the deformity of the practice, and who are 


fo encompaſſed on the right hand and on the 
left, that they know not how to extricate them- 
ſelves from their difficulties, and expiate their 
offence by the loſs or hazard of this world's 
goods. 


Theſe reflections are not applied to you per- 
ſonally. I am now writing to the public, as 
well as to yourſelf; and though every man is 


intereſted in the ſubject as a member of that 


public,—as an individual © his faith, hope, 
aud charity,” may not be affected by them. 


I am, Reverend Sir, 


Yours, &c. - 


= & If 


— a 
« Tf L err in this point, I err with very wiſe and good 
men; and my error is injurious to no man.“ 
Dr. Knox's “ Advertiſement,” 


LETTER III. 


REV. SIR, 


Yov may think that any notice of ſo harm- 
leſs a ſalvo favours a little of the “ unitarian's 
ſeverity.” Tou muſt, however, excuſe my ob- 
ferving that your apology, couched in the extract 
Placed at the head of my preſent letter, would 
in its full extent go to excuſe, what I am per- 
ſuaded you would condemmn. It is, therefore, 
very dangerous to adopt falfe general principles, 
only to cover the errors of particular perſons. 


It is like violating a leading and eſſential prin- 


ciple of our happy civil conſtitution, in order to 
ſcreen or to oppreſs one unfortunate delinquent, 


It has, been ſaid of the late king, George the 
ſecond, that upon application being made to 
him by a certain nobleman in behalf of a rela- 
tion of his lordſhip, then under ſentence of the 
law, the conſideration of the diſgrace in which 

it 
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it would involve the goble family was ſtrenuoufly 
urged as a plea for mercy. The king rejected 
the ſuit, obſerving, * If I underſtand the caſe 
« rightly, the noble lord wiſhes to transfer the 
« diſgrace from himſelf and his family to me 
« and my family.” In the ſame manner, one 
who ſeeks a defence of a ſuſpicious conduct ia 
the example of others, and makes uſe of their 
names to effect his eſcape, while he wiſhes to 
transfer the blame of the example to them, 
conſiders himſelf as following it with impunity. 


Beſides, this plea is by no means new; but 
it gave occaſion ſome thouſand years ago to the 
divine precept, © Thou ſhalt not follow a mul- 
titude to do evil.” Very wife and good men are 
ſometimes overreached by deſigning knaves, as 
well in matters of great importance, as in the 
common affairs of life. But, will this excuſe 
the contemplative ſtudent pinning his faith on 
their ſleeve, and becoming, by his ready ac- 
quieſcence, a volunteer in the ſervice of error ? 
And, to ſay that © ſuch error is injurious to no 
e man,” is to miſapprehend and miſtate the 
fact. It is to add ſtrength to the infatuating in- 
fluence of example, by giving as much weight 
to error as an individual can put into the ſcale. 


B The 
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The late biſhop Hallifax, in a ſermon preached 
before the univerſity of Cambridge in the year 
1771, in defence of fubſcription, when the cle- 
rical petition was in agitation, exhorted the 
younger part of his auditors to be © ſcrupulous 
ein rejecting, or conceiving lightly of, eſta- 
« bliſhed doctrines, in the belief of which the 
e wileſt men have lived and diedꝰ . Upon this 
paſſage it has been very properly remarked, 
« Surely this argument requires no confutation. 
« Have not multitudes of accompliſhed cha- 
c racters lived and died in the profeſſion of the 
“ Romiſh faith; and can we doubt, but that 
“ many truly pious and learned members of 
that communion are exiſting at this hour, 
te ornaments alike to religion and humanity ? 
4 Do we not think, notwithſtanding, that the 


* church of Rome, ſo ancient and fo extenſive, 


r has yet erred: and other churches, however 
* reſpectable, may err alſo. Remember, we 
*© ſhall be judged; hereafter, for our -o20n con 
duct and opinions, and not for the conduct 
and opinions of other men f.“ 


2 | Some 
- * See © Hallifax's Three Sermons,” 8vo. 1772. 3d edit. 
P. 5 1. 


+ See Wakefield's “ Enquiry into the opinions of the 
chriſtian writers of the three firſt centuries.” 8vo. 1784. 
p. xxxix of the addreſs to the clergy. 
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Nothing need be added to the preceding 
extract, unleſs, indeed, we cite this one truth 
from the articles of the eſtabliſhed church, 
concerning whoſe general credit, and eſtimation 
I ſtay not to enquire. The article ſays, As 
« the churches of Hieruſalem, Alexandria, and 
«« Antioch, have erred ; ſo alſo the church of 


ec Rome hath erred; not only in their liv- 


te ing and manner of ceremonies, but alſo in 
« matters of faith*;” and as I hold this 
opinion, in common with yourſelf, I am con- 
cerned to obſerve you to ſeek countenance and 
protection from the error of any church, or the 
names of any chriſtians, how reſpeCtable ſoever. 
For, if that church which claims to be always 


right can err, ſo may that church which never 


allows herſelf to be wrong. But, in caſe you 
agree with your church in another article, that 
they are to be had accurſed, that preſume to 
te ſay, that every man ſhall be ſaved by the law 
e or ſect which he profeſſeth, ſo that he be dili- 
© gent to frame his life according to that law, 
* and the light of nature t, your error is, in 
my opinon, ſo far from being harmleſs, that it 
is injurious to the credit of chriſtianity, injurious 
to the greater part of mankind, and i injurious to 


B 2 your 


dee Article xx. + See Article xviii. 
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your own mind. You will find a like-minde@ 
theologue in biſhop Horſley, but when I firft 
read the charge which is now before me *®, my 
judgment was ſuſpended, and is not yet ſettled, 
whether he was ſerious and in earneſt, or only 
choſe to echo forth, in ſonorous tone, the lan- 
guage of an ordinance of. the church to the ears 
of the Welch clergy. This anathematizing ſpr̃- 
rit is at once the parent and the child of theolo- 
gical inſolence, as well as alternately the cauſe and 
the effect of a long train of ills fatal to our preſent 
happineſs, and to every promiſing proſpect in 
reſpect to our future ſtate. 

Leaving you to the enjoyment of all the con- 


| folation you can now expect to receive from the 


mere countenance of great names, you muſt ex- 
cuſe an abrupt concluſion. 


I am, Rev. Sir, c 


Yours, &c, 


e See his Charge to the cleigy of St. David's, de- 
livered at his primary viſitation 1790.“ 


« I cenſure 
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« I cenſure none who ſincerely differ from me, ac- 
c tuated by the unprejudiced dictates of their con- 
« ſciences; but I cannot but lament, that ſo many in- 
« genious perſons ſhould be zealoufly lowering our ſaviour 
« in the opimon of his followers, The higher opinion his 
« followers entertain of him, the more willing will they 
« be to obey him. What good can enſue from teach- 
« ing wretched human creatures to think leſs highly of 
« him to whom they have been taught from their youth 
t to look up for comfort in the day of diſtreſs, and at 
« the approach of death ? What evil .can enſue from 
paying him higher honours than he might poſſibly 
« claim? This may ſhew our gratitude at leaſt ; and if 
« it be an error, muſt be venial. It would be better to 
« diſpute leſs eagerly, and love and obey more faith- 
« fully.” | 
Dr. Knox's © Advertiſement,” 


LETTER V. 
REV, SIR, 


Tux very catholic ſentiment which introduces 


the preceding extract to your reader's notice, | 
may very reaſopably lay claim to his © candour,” ; 
and repreſs even the © unitarian's ſeverity.” And, 
of this liberality of expreſſion had pervaded your 
« adyertiſement,” you certainly would not have 
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heard from your preſent correſpondent ; but | 


was, and continue to be, ſtrongly impreſſed 


with an opinion that it contains © more than 
meets the eye,” I ſee, or think I ſee, a deſign, 
under the pretence of an accommodating plauſi- 
ble addreſs, to render the doctrine of the divine 
unity odious, and the perſons of unitarians un- 

popular. | 
But, ſir, to © lower our ſaviour in the opinion 
of his followers,” is a relative term; and may 
be deſerving of commendation or blame. To 
degrade him from the character in which the 
ſcriptures have placed him, would indeed be 
highly blame worthy ; but to lower him from 
the miſtaken and fanciful elevation to which the 
good intentions of ſome of his followers have 
exalted him, and to conſider him in his own 
proper character and office, Jeſus the promiſed 
meſſiah, is a labour becoming the faithful ſer- 
vant of God and affeCtionate diſciple of Chriſt, 
This is the great queſtion upon which we are 
divided, and a queſtion, in which we have 
nothing to do with any appeal to the authority of 
names or numbers. The ſcriptures, interpreted 
by ourſelyes, can alone be our guide and coun- 
ſellors; and when each of us have candidly 
examined the only evidence that is admiſlible, 
we muſt decide for ourſelyes, not for each 
other, 
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other. There is no argument that can be uſed 


in defence of the ſuperior authority of either of 


us, that will not equally apply to both. De- 
crees of councils and acts of parliament will avail 


nothing, except to raiſe ſuſpicions againſt the 
party who appeals to them, 


In ſupport of your reprobation of the doctrine 
of unitarianiſm, you ſay “ the higher opinion 
<« his followers entertain of Chriſt, the more yil- 


„ling will they be to obey him.” I am moſt 


ready to acknowledge our duty to obey his pre- 
cepts, and, I will alſo add, vo follow his ex- 


ample. But my obedience does not reſt ſo much 


on my opinion of him, as on my opinion of the 
authority by which he acted ; and the very high 


opinion which the trinitarian muſt neceſſarily 


entertain of his perſon, 1s certainly an hindrance 


to the imitation of his character. For, how can 


apply the example of Chriſt to myſelf, and 
expect to walk as he alſo walked, when by 
aſcribing to him two natures, I am left infinitely 
behind him in the means to accompliſh the 
end. As well might a pigmy keep pace with 
a giant; or a ſmall rivulet run the courſe of the 
cram 4 


B 4 What 


* Jeſs highly of him to whom they have been 


myſelf an unitarian, who maintain the unrivalled 


( 24 ) 
« What good,” it is aſked, * can enſue from 
teaching wretched human creatures to think 


taught from their youth to look up for com- 
te fort in the day of diſtreſs, and at the approach 
te of death? The queſtion of the equality of 
Jeſus Chriſt with the one God and father of all, 
is not to be determined by any meafure of ex- 
pediency, but by ſcripture and reaſon. Being 


majeſty of God, without peer or equal, the one 
only creator and governor of the world, I am 
not backward to declare that very conſiderable 
and eſſential good is to be expected from teach- 
ing human creatures juſt and worthy conceptions 
of the deity in the firſt place, and juſt and 
worthy notions of his great meſſenger and pro- 
phet Jeſus Chriſt, in the next ; whether theſe 
conceptions are agreeable to received opinions 
is no part of my concern. So much deference 
to eſtabliſhed opinions as ſhall make us conſider 
our inquiry more attentively than we otherwiſe 
ſhould do, is very commendable, and where the 
queſtion may be doubtful, and the moral expe- 
ciency clearly in favour of the opinion generally 
received, I ſhould pay ſtill greater reſpe& to the 
public judgment. But on the preſent occaſion, 
L muſt fay, that to lead people to think of © the 

mediator 


1 


mediator between God and men, the man Chriſt 
Jeſus,” as being the one ſelf-exiſting God; 
that he is the mediator with himſelf; or that he 


is perfect God and perfect man, is to make 


« wretched human creatures“ more wretched 
than they otherwiſe would be; it is to teach 
them to be idolaters in worſhiping the creature 
inſtead of the creator; it is holding out falſe 
and deluſive hopes, and weakening the ſecurity 
of a virtuous courſe in the declaration that 
« without holineſs no one ſhall ſee the Lord.” 


If our education ſhould unhappily have taught 
us © to look up for comfort in the day of diſ- 
treſs, and at the approach of death,” unto the 
man Chriſt Jeſus, and to conſider our ſalvation 
as wholly depending on the atonement he hath 
made for us to himſelf, it is the more neceſſary 
that we learn to turn unto the Lord our God, 
Jehovah, and commit ourſelves to the mercy 
and goodneſs of that only being who is capable 
of hearing our petitions, of knowing our neceſ- 
ſities, and of effecting the good purpoſes of his 
providence. 


« What evil can enſue from paying him [our 

f* ſaviour] higher honours than he might poſſibly 
t chim ?” This queſtion may be. anſwered by 
| {op the 
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the recital and application of a command til 
in force; e ſhall not add unto the word 
« which I command you,” ſays the moſaic law, 
neither ſhall you diminiſh ought from it, that 
«© ye may keep the commandments of the Lord 
<< your God which I command you.“ But, the 
preſumptive argument which you here uſe, may, 
with equal propriety, be applied to the vindica- 
tion of the worſhip of Mary the mother of Jeſus, 
of the romiſh ſaints, and of the conſecrated 
wafer: and the queſtion would then be aſked, 
What evil can enſue from paying them higher 

honours than they might poſſibly claim? 


There is a medal of Adrian VI. ſtruck at 
Rome, which has, on its reverſe, a repreſenta- 
tion of his holineſs fitting in a chair, on each 
ſide a cardinal or biſhop placing the tiara on his 
head, with a ſuitable attendance of inferior 
clergy, and bearing this motto,—QUEM CREANT 
ADORANT®, You need not take offence at the 
recital of this circumſtance ; for there is no dif- 
ference between the worſhipper of the-man Jeſus 
Chriſt, or the man Adrian ; both were born and 


died; 
® Now in the collection of a friend. Adrian VI. was 


born at Utrecht, elected pope Jan. 9, 1522, and died 
Sept. 14, 1523. 
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died; and how much ſoever I may prefer the 
character and office of. Chriſt to thoſe of his 
pretended vicar, both were men, and conſe- 
quently neither of them proper objects of religi- 
ous adoration, | 


Socinus, who believed in the humanity of 
Chriſt, worſhipped him; and the romaniſts, who 
had raifed Adrian to the papal chair, worſhipped 
the man whom themſelves had elevated. The 
notions and practice of both were equally de- 
grading of the ſupreme being. 


To whom, or how does this aſcription of 
divine honours to Chriſt “ ſhew our grati- 
tude”? And how comes it to paſs that this error 
% muſt be venial,” where a capacity of knowing 
better is given us? Is our gratitude to Chriſt to 
precede or extinguiſh our gratitude to his God 
and our God, the giver of every good ? Or, tell 
me, how we can better demonſtrate our gratitude 
to the lord and maſter, whoſe diſciples we pro- 
ſeſs ourſelves, than, like himſelf, to labour to do 
the will of him who ſent him? It was the meat 
and drink of our bleſſed maſter to do the will of 
God, his heavenly father, in all things; and 
the leſſon to us was not © fall down and worſhip 
me,” 
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* but © Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord oy 
< God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve.” 


The concluding ſentence of the extract placed 

at the head of my preſent letter, may not be 
conſidered as exceptionable, when properly qua- 
lified: It would be better to diſpute leſs 
« eagerly, and love and obey more faithfully,” 
ſays my text. But I do not fee that religious 
inquiry is inconſiſtent with the love and obedience 
expected of us. Theſe are certainly duties, and 
I wiſh we were all diſpoſed to inquire, to love, 
and to obey more eagerly than we are. Let us 
render, in the firſt place, to God, the things that 
are God's; and then to Cæſar, the things that 
are Cæſar s. But let us not be more looſe in 
our allegiance to the great firſt cauſe than to an 
earthly prince, whom we ourſelves have ad- 
vanced to his dignity in the ſtate ; for © though 
te there be that are called gods, to us there is 
«© but one God, the father,” Our allegiance to 
this great and good being 1s not transferrable, 
« I am Jehovah; that is my name; and my 
ve glory will 1 not give to another, nor my 
<< praiſe to the graven images. 


Jam, Rev. Sir, 


Your's, &c. 


£c It 
* See Ifaiah xlii, 8, Dodſon's New tranGation. - 


r TIE IS IPA, i Ir mers or te 


- exe * fo 


e oY , . _— * 4 - 
1 # 3 „ 

a ; 8 a oy 8." dnt} nt * 
1 8 _ DL IA " 2 in mt 5 _ 
. AA rt ns 
*. ' ay, Y * I / * 1 , 4 * Lo 2 4 

1 1 FM . — X "5 
? A 5 A - 6 wa 4 ES 


YE WD" OO 
8 
. S 4 ** > * » * 
us , * — 


„ N 
8 «7 4 
p 2 - 
i OO TR _ 
* +: — * 
ba . 


RE OS oo 15 
9 * "i — * 


(29 ) 


C_——ncC=— — 


« It is, I think, the great purpoſe of religion, to afford 


= « poor human nature (ægris mortalibus) a BALSAM FOR 


« THE WOUNDS OF THE HEART. A dependance on 


Bo « the divinity of Jeſus Chriſt, and the aſſiſtance of the 
= « holy ſpirit, affords that balſam to thouſands and ters 
. of thouſands of our fellow creatures in affliction, to 
e whom life would be ſcarcely ſupportable without it. 


« Let not then the learned and ingenious labour to 
« extract ſo ſweet an ingredient from the cup of life. 
« Fet them rather exert themſelves in confirming and 
« extending the ſalutary belief, than in deſtroying it. 
« All human creatures, at ſome period of their chequered 
« lives, want every ſuppert that can be found. Religious 
« hope is a main column in the fabric of human felicity. 
« Let the good builder add ſtrength to its foundations, 
« but never undermine it.“ 
. Dr. Knox's “ Advertiſement.” 


— 
LETTER v. 


REV. SIR, 


- 


UNDER the name of religion I compriſe our 
duty to God, and our neighbour; “ there is 
no other commandment greater than theſe.” 

And 


419 
And it is the deſign of the chriſtian religion to 
afford to man greater encouragement to the 
practice of virtye, by ſetting before him the 


certainty of a future ſtate of retribution according 
as he ſhall have done good or evil in this life. 


: It is very true that thouſands and tens of 
thouſands of our fellow - creatures draw much 
comfort from the ſuppoſed © divinity of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the affiſtance of the holy ſpirit,” as 
a diſtin perſon or being; and it is equally 
true, that a far greater number receive the ſame 

& hbalſam for the wounds of the heart,” from 
their dependence on penances, auricular con- 
feflion, the abſolution ot a prieſt, the adminiſtra- 
tion of extreme unction, and the ſaying maſſes 
for the dead. But, it is a very ſuſpicious recom- 
mendation of a quack-medicine to be told that 
it applies to every caſe, or to read accumulated 
certificates of cures, which are only known in 
an © advertiſement.” However, you will not 
inſiſt upon the prevalence of theſe doctrines to 
to be a ſufficient evidence of their truth or expe- 
diency ; and the ſame proteſtant ſpirit that can 
diſcern the mote that is in our brother's eye, 
ſhould diſcover the beam that is in our own eye. 
But you appear to wiſh. to counteract this 
chriſtian and proteſtant precept, by diſcouraging, 
* the learned and ingenious from labouring to 

«© extract 
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c extract ſo ſweet an ingredient from the cup of 


E « life.” Nay, you even exhort them “ rather 
2 « to exert themſelves in confirming and extend- 
L ing the ſalutary belief, than in deſtroying it.” 
VU pon what principle, conſiſtent with chriſtianity 
and proteſtantiſm, you can recommend this con- 


duct fo repugnant to both, I am entirely at a Joſs 


= todiſcover. For my own part, I ſhudder at the 
principle and the conſequence. 


We are bidden, when we fhall have done aft 
the things which are commanded us, to con- 
ſider ourſelves as unprofitable ſervants, or as 
having done no favour, for we have only done 
that which it was our duty to do. Aſter the 
acknowledgment of this unprofitableneſs, unto 
whom are we to look up for mercy and forgive- 
neſs, but unto the great and only diſpenſer of 
mercy and forgiveneſs, © the God and father of 
* our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the father of mercies and 
* God of all comfort ; who giveth us comfort in 
every affliction, ſo that we are able to comfort 
** others in all their affliction by that comfort, 
„ wherewith we ourſelves are comforted by 
God:?!“ 


It may very ſafely be granted to you, that © all 
« human creatures, at ſome period of their che- 
e quered 


2 


* See 2 Cor. i. 3 and 4. Wakefie! s Tranſlation of:the 
new Teſtament. ' 


(. 38 3 


c quered lives, want every ſupport that can be 
* found.” I am as fully perſuaded of the truth 
of this obſervation, as you can be; and, knowing 
the truth of it, I would direct them to . ſeek it 
« where it may be found; otherwiſe, it were to 
trifle with, if not to inſult, the ignorant, and to 
perpetuate the deluſion by becalming their minds 
with falſe hopes. | 


Religious hope is,” indeed, © a main column 
in the fabric of human life.” But that hope 
muſt be rational as well as religious, or it wall 
probably fail us when we are moſt. in need of its 
cheering ſupport. If we build our expectation 
of comfort on any other ground than the mercy 
and goodneſs of the kind parent of the univerſe, 
we ſhall probably be diſappointed of the pro- 
miſed fruit of our hope in the moment of our 
greateſt diſtreſs, © Let” then the good builder 
« add ſtrength to the foundation,” by obeying 
the word and will of God; * but never undermine 
« jt” by human devices and the doctrines of men. 
At the ſame t ume, let this ſame builder remember 
that © no one can lay another foundation inſtead 
« of that already laid, which is Jeſus the Chriſt, 
And, if any one build upon this foundation, 
gold, ſilver, precious ſtones, wood, hay, ſtubble; 
c each man's work will become manifeſt. T“ 

| It 


* See 1 Cor, iii. 11 and 12, as before, 
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it may ſo happen that a building may be 
eakened by the addition of that which we 
Poliſnly imagined would add ſtrength to it; and 
5 may be undermined by that which we intended 
* or its ſupport. But the goſpel, like the city 
PNaited for by Abraham, © hath foundations, and 
its contriver and builder is God.” | 


I am, Rev. Sis, 


Your's &c. 
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— DIED 


« Let us walk in the good old paths which our fathers 
e pointed out to us, Whenever we can walk in them 
« with perfect ſafety. They lead to the pleaſant regions 
te of hope and peace. And in the journey of life, let us 
« take eſpecial care, not to fall out by the way ; and 
particularly, when the ſubjects of diſpute are ſpeculative 


« truths, on which abſolute certainty way not perhaps be 


e attainable on this fide of the grave.“ 
Dr. Knox's © Adyertiſement.? 


LETTER VI. 


REV. SIR, 


It has been related by common fame, that a 
certain engliſh gentleman paſſing near Ferney 
called upon Voltaire, and announcing to him his 
intended rout to Rome, jocularly aſked the philo- 
ſopher, whether he had any commands for the pope, 
to whom he had letters of introduction. Voltaire 
anſwered; When you ſee the pope, preſent my 
reſpects to him, and tell him, I ſhall think myſelf 
much obliged to him, if he will ſend me the 

eyes 


( 33 ) 


eyes and ears of his inquiſi- or general.” The 
gentleman is ſaid to have purſued his journey, 
and in a conference with his holineſs, whom he 
found to be a pleaſant good tempered man, did 
not fail to deliver the meſſage he had in charge, 
pretty much in the manner he received. it. 
Element, with great good ſenſe and equal wit 
replied, © The philoſopher has a mind to be 
pleaſant with an old man, and if you return by 
Ferney, I deſire you will make my proper com- 
pliments to him, and aſſure him that I ſhould 
have been very glad to have obliged him in his 
requeſt, if it had been in my power, but tell hin 
from me, that the inquiſitor general of Rome has 
had neither eyes nor ears ſince Ganganelli has 


been pope.” 


From this little anecdote it appears that a pope. 
of Rome, in the midſt of the bigotry of his ſee, 
was not ſo much attached to © the good old paths 
which his fathers pointed out,” as to think it 
wrong or impolitic to walk in better. Derham 
has cited a ſtory, which is alſo to my preſent 


wo * 


eighth, who read mumꝑſimus Domine, for /ump- 
mus: and being admoniſned of it, he ſaid, © he 
had done ſo for thirty years, and would not 

leave 


purpoſe, of an old prieſt in the time of Henry the 


* — 


\ © | 1m 
mail 99; 3 | 1 
leave his old mumꝑſimus for their new ſump. 1 


imus.“ Ef 


It occurred to me tha I could, in no better 1 
way attempt to convince you or your © general 3 
reader, than by contraſting the different con- 

duct of the pope and the prieſt, in order to ſnew 
you that as much caution js neceſſary for our 
walking with ſafety in « good old ways,” as in 
good new ways. And the truth appears to be, tha 
the greateſt ſecurity of chriſtians is not to walk 
with Athanaſius, Arius, or Socinus, with Calvin 
or Arminius; but to walk with Chriſt and 4 

apoſtles according to their beſt apprehenſion ol 
the new Teſtament. Theſe and theſe alone 
< lead to the pleaſant regions of hope and peace; 2 
theſe talk not the language of mon 
Arius, or Socinus ; they all declare that God bf 5 
one, and he only to be worſhipped. But if, per- 1 
adventure, the candid and ingenuous en 3 
chriſtian, can find in the goſpel his beloved tri. 
nity, — abſolute election and predeſtination, and a 
perfect atonement by vicarious ſacrifice, let me 
bid him enjoy theſe notions and promote them, 
by all honourable means, among others. If our 
.d have been impartially exerted, 1 
and 


® See Derham's ' Phyſico-Theology, Book 1 v. chap. 1 
Note 69. 
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. Ly our » 4 are really diſpoſed: to act the 
honeſt and upright part, which will be required 
of us, we ſhall all meet at the laſt, and ſeeing 
things as they are, ſhall be one flock under one 
ſhepherd. There is no occafion, or any ade- 
quate temptation, in the journey of life to fall 
out by the way. We have need of each others 
help in various ways, and ſhould endeavour to 
purify and perfect our own minds by an enlarged 
charity for each other; a charity, which ſhould 
not only forbid all perſecution for conſcience 
ſake but prevent the practice of thoſe little arts 
which are uſed to ſtifle inquiry, - to repreſs the 
diſcovery of truth, to prejydge queſtions of im- 
portance, to miſrepreſent the characters and de- 
ſigns of thoſe who differ from the great multitude : 
a charity, which ſhould reſiſt every unbecoming 
accomodation to merely popular taſte, or our 
own perſonal advancement in this world; and, 
being thus extenſive, it would preſerve us from 
the diſtreſſing ſituation of plaintively ſoliciting 
for merey, while we are provoking that ſeverity 
which we at once deprecate, and deſerve. 


To repreſent the unity of God as a ſpeculative 
opinion, 1s either nat to underſtand the queſtion, 
or to undervalue it. It is eſſential to his exiſtence, 
and is the baſe and foundation of all religion, na- 

tural 
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tural and revealed. To deny or to inſinuate that 
« abſolute certainty” upon this ſubject of diſ- 
pute may not perhaps be attainable on this 
<« ſide of the grave,“ is to ſubvert all the poſſible 
evidence the caſe will admit, and to introduce 
the chearleſs waſte of univerſal ſcepticiſm. 


1 am, Rev. Sin, 
Your's, &c. 


Januwy 21, 2792. 8 
FOHN DISNEY. 
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